Georgia Cumberland Academy

Laptop Usage Agreement and Technology Policy

2008-2009
Student’s Name


As the parent/guardian of the above student, I have read this agreement and agree to abide by it and to monitor my child in assisting him/her to abide by it. 

I understand that the computer and its related software (including any data that my child may have added) are fully owned by GCA. 

I understand that an insurance policy is provided that will assist should accidental damage occur, but that the loss or intentional damage of the computer is not covered by insurance.  The estimated cost of the laptop is $992, which does not include software or backpack.
I agree at all times to be financially responsible for the computer and I understand that I am fully responsible to replace any damaged or broken equipment according to the terms of this agreement. 

I understand that these computers and internet access are designed for educational purposes and that Georgia Cumberland Academy Administration, as well as the teachers of GCA, have taken available precautions to eliminate controversial or objectionable material and I will not hold Georgia Cumberland Academy, or any of GCA’s parent organizations, responsible for the materials acquired on the network. 

Further, I accept full responsibility for supervising my child in the use of this computer whenever the computer is removed from the school. I hereby give permission to grant internet access for my child and certify that the information contained on this form is correct. 

Parent/Guardian Name





  (please print)
Parent/Guardian Signature______________________________________     _____________



       

    




    Date

I understand, and will abide by, the terms and conditions of this agreement.

Student Signature_____________________________________________     _____________ 







       

        

    Date

(return this form to the registrar’s office)

Georgia-Cumberland Academy

TECHNOLOGY POLICY – LAPTOP USAGE AGREEMENT

Each GCA student will lease a laptop from GCA. When students leave GCA (graduation or otherwise), they may purchase the laptop from Georgia-Cumberland Academy. After four years at GCA, the cost would be $1. Those who want to buy their laptops, but have not been at GCA four years, could do so at a pro-rated cost.

Potential benefits of a one-to-one initiative include the following:

· Better resource management (through a consistent technology platform).

· Unlimited computer access.

· Teachers no longer need to ‘share’ the computer lab.

· The entire campus would become the computer lab.

· Greater collaboration between students on programs, projects, etc.

· Significant resources of the internet constantly at student’s disposal (teacher permitting).

· Virtual learning incorporated into conventional learning.

· Increased familiarity with and comfort with technology.

· Continued preparation for the 21st Century.

· Better control of the computers to lessen game playing and other concerns.

Ownership
At all times during the period of this agreement, the computer and backpack together with all software, data, and all data files initially installed shall be the sole property of GCA. The student specifically recognizes that any files created or saved to the hard drive of the computer become the immediate possession of GCA and waives any right or claim to these files. In the event that the computer is lost or stolen, the parent agrees that the computer will be replaced according to Fair Market Value of similarly equipped machine. Tuition will not be discounted because of the purchase of a replaced machine, regardless of length of use. In the event that the computer is damaged or broken, GCA shall immediately have the computer repaired. The parent shall be responsible for all related charges that are not covered by the manufacturer’s warranty (as determined by Dell) and shall pay for such charges within 30 days of invoicing for such. Warranty does not cover intentional damage or evidence of intentional damage.

Obligations for Usage
The student understands that the use of this computer and related equipment is a special privilege that can be revoked at any time by the administration of GCA. The student further agrees to abide by the following usage rules and is aware that any violation of these rules may result in major disciplinary action that may include suspension or withdrawal from school and/or the temporary or permanent loss of computer privileges, at the sole discretion of administration:  The computer is to remain in the sole custody of the student to which it is assigned.  Except with the specific permission of a teacher, it may not be used by, or loaned, to anyone other than a staff member of GCA.  The computer may only be removed from school in the backpack provided by GCA, or another approved backpack especially designed for laptops.

Filtering and monitoring software will be placed on the student’s computer. Any attempt to disable, alter, or circumvent the controls or settings of this software will result in major disciplinary action that may include suspension or withdrawal from school and/or the loss of computer privileges for no less than one month and possibly a permanent confiscation.

Email

As with all other software on this computer, e-mail messages are not deemed to be either private or the possession of the student. All e-mails are subject to monitoring and become the property of GCA upon authorship.

Vandalism

Vandalism will result in major disciplinary action that may include suspension or withdrawal from school and/or immediate cancellation of all computer related privileges, including the loss of this computer, general network access, including printers, and may also result in further disciplinary action. Vandalism is defined as any malicious attempt to harm or destroy hardware, data of another user, internet, or includes, but is not limited to, the uploading or creation of computer viruses.

Security

Security on any computer system network is a high priority, especially when the system involves many users. If a security problem is noticed, the student must immediately notify a teacher who will in turn notify the system administrator. The student should not demonstrate or reproduce any problems to other users. Additionally the student may not use another individual’s account or passwords. Attempts to access the internet of the school’s network as a system administrator will result in major disciplinary action that may include suspension or withdrawal from school and/or the cancellation of user privileges. Any user identified as a security risk or having a history of problems with other computer systems may be denied access to the internet.
Laptop Access
· Students gain access to their laptops based on the level of responsibility they are showing with their grades.

· Grades will be reviewed every four and half weeks. This policy is not based on the cumulative GPA. After grades are published, there will be a window of about two days when access will be changed on student computers. The access level will remain in place until the grades are once again reviewed.

· Any grade of “F” at any time the grades are reviewed will place a student on the lowest access level, Tier 1. The student will remain on this level until grades are once again reviewed.

· If a student is eligible to have games on his/her laptop, they must be school approved. 

GPA every 4½  weeks
Computer Access

Tier 1
Microsoft Office, classroom specific internet sites, e-mail and

0.00 – 1.99, or any             DVD textbooks. No music, No games and no USB access.  Restricted internet surfing.

grade of “F”
Tier 2


Microsoft Office, classroom specific internet sites, e-mail, DVD textbooks and music.
2.00 – 2.99

Windows default games, no USB access, and filtered internet surfing.
                



Tier 3


Microsoft Office, classroom specific internet sites, e-mail, DVD textbooks, music,
3.20 – 4.00

windows and GCA approved games, USB access, and filtered internet surfing.  
  



  


 

Accepting Use Policy

The campus information network provides Georgia Cumberland Academy with access to a multitude of educational resources. GCA’s Local Area Network (LAN) allows students and staff access to file servers, print servers, CD-ROMs, on-line information systems, the internet, and other electronic media. Usage of GCA’s LAN implies consent to the Acceptable Use Policy guidelines.

The network/laptop is provided for students to conduct research and communicate with others. Access is given to students who agree to act in a considerate and responsible manner. Access is a privilege- not a right and involves responsibility.

The following policies are related to the use of computers and the internet:

· Use of school technology resources including the internet is for academic purposes only. Recreational use may be allowed after school hours.

· Student’s disks (floppy, CD-R, CD-RW, or flash drives) may contain data only, and may not be independently bootable. Disks brought to school may not contain programs.

· Under no circumstances are programs on GCA computers to be copied.

· Under no circumstances are students to reconfigure the hardware or software on any GCA computer, including the students’ laptops.

· It is understood that chat room use is never appropriate.

· Students are to follow rules of proper care for all computer equipment. They will be responsible for damages caused by misuse or abuse of equipment. Food and drinks are not to be consumed around classroom computers, including the students’ laptops.

· Students must register any wireless device that will access the internet through our network with the network administrator. When using these devices on our network, all rules stated in this document apply.

· Students may not use the internet for any illegal purpose.

· Students may not attempt to change any computer files that do not belong to them.

· Students may not attempt to harm or destroy data of another user, the internet, or any networks. This includes the creation of, or the uploading of, computer viruses on the internet or GCA’s Servers.

· Students may not give out any personal information about themselves or anyone else over the internet.

· Students may not give out passwords to anyone or attempt to discover passwords or other measures the school uses to control access to the internet (should you inadvertently discover passwords, or other measures used to control access to this resource, you must report this to the network administrator).

· Students must abide by rules of common sense and NET etiquette at all times.

· Undermining the religious ideals of the Seventh - day Adventist church is a most serious offense at GCA.  The student will agree to make every effort to visit internet sites that are consistent with moral purity. Visiting such sites will subject the student to disciplinary action. Such sites might include profanity, promotion of substance abuse, gambling, lewd or suggestive conduct, or promotion of weapons. Students may not make use of material or attempt to locate material that would not be in harmony with the values of GCA. Further definition of these values can be found in the current student handbook.

· All students of GCA will abide by the computer-related policies established by the school. Failure to adhere to policies regarding computers, software, and the internet is considered a major school offense and will be referred to the Ad Council for disciplinary action.

End of the Year

At the end of the school year seniors and students who are withdrawing have the option of purchasing their computer equipment as per the buy-out information noted on their signed agreement. All returning students are required to return their laptops to the school at the end of the school year to update information regarding classes. Second semester grades will not be released until the laptop has been returned to the school.

No Warranties

Georgia Cumberland Academy makes no warranties of any kind, whether expressed or implied, for the service it is providing. GCA will not be responsible for any damages a user suffers. This includes loss of data resulting from delays, non-deliveries, mis-deliveries, or service interruptions caused by GCA’s negligence or by the user’s error or omissions. Use of any information obtained from the internet (World Wide Web) is at the user’s own risk. GCA specifically denies any responsibility for the accuracy or quality of information obtained through its services. All users need to consider the source of any information they obtain, and consider how valid that information may be.

Consequences for Violating Guidelines of the Acceptable Use Agreement

After careful review of incidences of misuse or violations, the administrative council will impose appropriate consequences that may include, but are not limited to, the following:

· Student will be reprimanded followed by counseling.

· Student access and privileges to the internet may be temporarily suspended.

· Student access and privileges to the internet may be permanently suspended.

· Illegal activities or violations of school rules associated with the use of the internet will result in appropriate disciplinary action, or legal action, that may include suspension or expulsion from school.

· Some infractions such as unauthorized use of the network, intentional deletion/copying or damage to files and data belonging to other users, and copyright violations may be considered theft, in which case they will be subject to penalties as prescribed in the GCA student handbook.

· In all cases where technology equipment is damaged or destroyed by abuse or misuse, the user will make full restitution for replacement and/or repair of damaged equipment.   

